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Some topics in this course may feel familiar to those 
who have attended previous classes. However, since 
technology continues to evolve at a rapid pace, 
revisiting the basics ensures that everyone stays up to 
date and confident with the latest tools and features



• For this course, if  
you can it is 
advisable to bring 
your laptop with you 
and charger. If  you 
cannot, try sharing.
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• “Your 
questions are 
important — 
we’re here to 

answer them.”
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• Computers will 
play a role in 
the lives of 
older adults in 
generations to 
come, but the 
challenge now is 
to get the 
current cohort to 
use the 
technology in 
ways that can 
enhance their 
quality of life.
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Playlist Playground
Apple Music has a new Playlist Playground feature that lets 
users create a playlist with a text-based prompt.

New Emoji
iOS 26.4 adds eight new emoji characters, including 
trombone, treasure chest, distorted face, hairy creature 
(Sasquatch), fight cloud, orca, landslide, and ballet dancer.

Apple Music
Apple Music features a "Concerts Near You" feature that 
helps you find shows in your area and tour dates for artists 
that you're a fan of. Apple is partnering with companies like 
Ticketmaster to provide local concert info.

Offline Music Recognition
In Control Center, the song recognition feature is now able 
to identify songs without an internet connection, providing 
results when you're back online.
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Apple Podcasts
With iOS 26.4, Apple added video podcast capabilities to 
the Apple Podcasts app. The feature uses HTTP Live 
Streaming (HLS) to provide podcast creators with 
"unprecedented control and monetization opportunities" 
while also providing a high-quality viewing experience.

Stolen Device Protection
Stolen Device Protection is now enabled by default for all 
iPhone users, rather than being an opt-in feature.

Messages App
There are new animations in the Messages app for actions 
like launching a new conversation

Ambient Music Widget
There is a new Ambient Music widget for the Home and Lock 
Screen. It supports playing different built-in ambient music 
options for sleep, productivity, wellbeing, and more.
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Wallpaper and Watch Face Gallery
The Wallpaper Gallery has an updated design that allows 
Wallpapers from each category like Weather, Astronomy, 
Emoji, Colors and More to be downloaded to the iPhone.

Reminders
The Reminders app has a new "Urgent" section. Reminders 
that have Urgent toggled on during creation will show up 
here. Urgent ensures that reminders have an accompanying 
alarm so you get a clear warning when a reminder is due.

Health App
iOS 26.4 includes a new Average Bedtime metric for the 
sleep section of the Health app, providing a better idea of 
how bedtime can impact sleep quality.

Camera
In the Settings section of the Camera app, there is a new 
"Audio Zoom" option. The feature causes recorded audio to 
focus on the subject when the camera is zoomed while 
recording a video. It can be turned on or off, depending on 
the audio settings you prefer.
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Hotspot Data
Apple moved the location of hotspot data usage. Rather 
than having data usage metrics tucked away under Cellular, 
you'll see how much data you've used right in the Personal 
Hotspot section.

Passcode Settings
In the Face ID and Passcode section of the Settings app, 
when you enter a passcode to access your options, the text 
is now center aligned instead of left aligned.

Keyboard Bug Fix
iOS 26.4 offers improved keyboard accuracy when typing 
quickly, addressing a bug in iOS that caused some 
characters to be missed when a user was typing rapidly. The 
missed characters could impact how autocorrect worked, 
causing the feature to be unable to predict what the user 
meant to type.



Stafrace Management & Marketing Consultancy 16

Security Updates

iOS 26.4 fixes more than 35 security vulnerabilities 
impacting everything from Safari to Messages, and multiple 
underlying services.

There were no actively exploited vulnerabilities that Apple 
encountered, but it is still a good idea to update to iOS 26.4 
to get the latest patches.

Now that Apple has publicized the vulnerabilities, they might 
be taken advantage of by bad actors.
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• Bank impersonation scams right now
• ANZ has current alerts for an “Advisor 
Verification” phone and email scam, where callers 
pretend to be ANZ, then send a fake verification 
email and code to gain your trust and push you to 
share information.
•

• ANZ also reports a fake “new direct debit set 
up” email scam, urging you to call a mobile 
number if you didn’t authorise it; the number 
connects you to scammers, not the bank.
•

• NAB reports recent “investment scams” 
impersonating high-profile experts in ads and 
messages, plus fake NAB-branded SMS or emails 
about rewards points or account issues that push 
you to click a malicious link or call a fake “fraud” 
number.
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Wesley
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CLICK



WWW.STAFRACEMMC.COM
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https://www.stafracemmc.com/
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https://steamonedu.eu/news/steam-edu-practices-and-competences-workshop/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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Google's free apps and services, grouped by category.
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Everyday 
Productivity
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App What it does Free storage/limit

Gmail Email 15 GB shared

Google Drive Cloud file storage
15 GB shared with Gmail & 
Photos

Google Docs Word processing Unlimited docs

Google Sheets Spreadsheets Unlimited sheets

Google Slides Presentations Unlimited

Google Forms Surveys & polls Unlimited

Google Calendar Scheduling Unlimited

Google Keep Notes & to-do lists Unlimited

Google Contacts Contact management Unlimited

https://gmail.com/
https://drive.google.com/
https://docs.google.com/
https://sheets.google.com/
https://slides.google.com/
https://forms.google.com/
https://calendar.google.com/
https://keep.google.com/
https://contacts.google.com/
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• Communication & Meetings
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App What it does

Google Meet
Video calls (up to 100 people, 60 min 
free)

Google Chat Messaging & group chats

Google Messages SMS/RCS on Android

https://meet.google.com/
https://chat.google.com/
https://messages.google.com/
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• Photos, Maps & Media
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App What it does

Google Photos Photo backup & editing (15 GB shared)

Google Maps Navigation & local search

Google Earth 3D globe exploration

YouTube Video watching & publishing

Google Lens Visual search via camera

https://photos.google.com/
https://maps.google.com/
https://earth.google.com/
https://youtube.com/
https://lens.google.com/
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• Search & Learning
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App What it does

Google Search Web search

Google Translate 100+ languages

Google Scholar Academic research

Google Classroom Teaching & course management

https://google.com/
https://translate.google.com/
https://scholar.google.com/
https://classroom.google.com/
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• AI Tools (Free Tier)
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App What it does

Gemini AI assistant (free with Google account)

NotebookLM
AI research assistant — upload docs, get summaries 
& audio overviews

Google AI Studio Build & test AI prompts (completely free)

https://gemini.google.com/
https://notebooklm.google.com/
https://aistudio.google.com/
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• Device & Utility Apps
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App What it does

Google Chrome Web browser

Google Authenticator 2-factor authentication

Google Family Link Parental controls

Google Fonts Free font library

Google Fit Basic health & step tracking

https://google.com/chrome
https://support.google.com/accounts/answer/1066447
https://families.google.com/familylink/
https://fonts.google.com/
https://fit.google.com/


• All of the above are free with a standard Google account. The only catch is 
the shared 15 GB storage limit across Gmail, Drive, and Photos — once that 
fills up, Google prompts you to upgrade.
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Have a great Easter Break
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